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Dear Mr Elliot

EXAMINATION INTO THE SOUNDNESS OF THE REMITTED PART OF THE LEEDS SITE ALLOCATIONS PLAN – INTEGRATED RAIL PLAN AND PROPOSED ALLOCATION EG2-37 


1.	Following the close of the consultation on the Main Modifications, the Council produced a note (EXR17) on the publication of the Integrated Rail Plan (IRP) (EXR17a). The IRP confirms that the government will not build HS2 to Leeds within the current proposals, but that it will look at ways to run HS2 trains to Leeds in the future. 

2.	I subsequently wrote to the Council (EXR18) asking for further clarification on several matters relating to the IRP and on other matters relating to the responses to the consultation on the Main Modifications. 

3.	I have taken full account of the Council’s response to EXR18 (dated 22 February 2022) as set out in the answers to Questions (i) to (v). I note in the response to Q.v that the Council’s position on the justification for the release of Green Belt land for employment purposes has not altered in light of the IRP on the basis that the Safeguarding Directions remain in place with no indication of removal at the present time, and in respect of concerns relating to delivering sufficient employment land within the SAP plan period. 

4.	Nevertheless, in the light of the exceptional circumstances required to justify the permanent release of Green Belt land and the uncertainty regarding the Safeguarding Directions, I consider that further discussion on this specific matter is necessary. This will be in the form of a half day virtual Hearing in the format already used for the main Hearing sessions hosted by the Council. I will agree the date and time of the specific Hearing with the Council to allow for the appropriate notification. Only the Council, representors who specifically raised the matter of HS2 in response to the Main Modifications consultation and the promoter of the proposed site are invited to attend this session. I will issue an agenda before the Hearing.  

3.	This specific Hearing will not address other matters relating to the proposed allocation EG2-37 or deal with any other matters raised in my note EXR18 (Q.vi – Q.ix) or the Council’s response to those questions. I can confirm that I am also not seeking any further comments or evidence from other parties in relation to those other matters. 

4.	I will take into account the responses to the Main Modifications consultation and discussions at the specific Hearing before finally concluding whether or not the proposed Main Modifications in relation to EG2-37 and the other Main Modifications are required to make the plan sound.

Yours sincerely 

Louise Gibbons

INSPECTOR  
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